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Some may object to the ime I have fixed for the coming 
of Chr st. irom the language of the apostle im the next 
ehapter. where he caut oms the Thessalonians not to be 
troubled by his word or letter concerning the coming of 
Chr «t. whieli might have exerted alarm ; for previously to 
that event there woul! come apostasia a iallag away ; 
end the man of sin b the soa of perdition. This 
{ randa yostacy has ven rally veea apple “d by protestant 
commentators, to the corruptious of the | bh chures, 
and consequently those who have be educated uader 
the influeuce of tradition may be l to object to any 

the prejudices of their educa- 


ronsistent with 
is it possible ont ie 


eneral alarm occas. one it vy ih 


» revealed, 


iachne 
sentiment in 
aut to ac- 
( first epictle 
a 
Ae Phat the bhessalons 


OW commou theory 
vident trom 2a Thess. 1. 
avostle as 

ithe first 


altoyg 
- 19 , che 2p. mu. 13, chap. 
and chap. v. 23. The apostle begins the s 
rofhi istle thus, * | beseech you bret 
be not troubled concernias 
s Christ. Our translators have 
iznorantly rendered huper 
without one single 
eontrary | have rendered it concerning or on account of. 
h is the trre and proper meaning of the term huper. 
viden ly derived trom the Greek huper, 
vation in the followimg phrase, super 
) things concerning Hector. Que 
al cause of the second epistie was undoubtedly to 
apprehensions excited by the first. Notwith- 
ny the apostle says avolhing in the second to miduc: 
m to believe that any considerable time 
the coming of Christ. 
hem, chap. ti. 6, The mystery of 
to the:rrown 
and informs th 
1 (Cn all 


away, 


‘ood the ing of an event 
stle, chap, 11 
cond 
econd e; 


the coming 


unwarranta’ ly an 
by the come. 


i 

F ' 
ofour ora 
} 


parou SS, 


instance of classical authority. Oa the 


‘he latin 
1 ste 
t 


super is € 
ms its signitk 


muita, asking ma 


elore 


4 
7 miquily doth utready 
fs; and appeals knowledge o 
delay 1a Chr 
he wiio now 
peror) shall ' 
reveale Ry 
the Ror nan voverpment which shall occas 
tion by t "This is the 
ev which produced their overthrow and dispersion. ‘hat 
this apostacy was a civil rebelhon, Vir. Le Clere on [lam- 
mond, has abundantly term apostacy is fre- 
cuentiv used na polit 
is enlied three times i me chapter Palrs-apostasis, che @- 
mostale city. Vox. 1 Wii thy agrees with Le 
Clere, but beheves »apostacy also implied a religious 
defection. ‘There ea e ono 
avostauey of the : from ehristian ty 
mine hastened their destruction. “This much avyn 
the words oi ¢ 
should be shortened no fh 
Sethe those da ys shell he shorte 


ey arose from their at 


tscommn:: 
probability Claudius the 
by death, t! 
hen shall the Jews mate defs ctien irom 

1 on their destruc. 
erand evi 


ren shall the wick- 


© ktomanu army. i aposta- 


shown; the 


m seriptin ‘al sense, Ji rusalem 


doubt u at toe 


‘ars trom 
irist, Matt. xxiv. 22. reel those da 
ns should be s 


7” 


for the ecei’s 


selina te 


aio. 





conJly from their expectations of a tem; _— Messiah ; and 


thirdly, from tueir severe sufferin rs by yersecution. io 
this apostacy the a aaiae refer in awful lavgaaye, watt. 
xvii. 7. 8, 9, Heb. vi. 6, 3. It became exceedingly great, 
not only in Judea and Palestine, but alsoin Asia and all 
places where the Jews had received the gospel, 2 ‘Yun. i. 
is. Thus falliay away was distinctly ioretold by our Lord, 
Viatt. xxiv. L1, 12, as an 
destruction of Jerusalem. 


event winch should de the 
No ituierence therefore can be 
drawn from this epistie to dissolve the connexion between 
this apostaey and Chri: sts coming. Therefore the coming 
of Christ a utioned by Paul must be the appearcace of 


the Son of man to desirey the Jewish poliy and nat.on. 


prec 


i 


There beiug many who think that the ; tion 
Marry, Was eathole dei 
marks relative to toat subject, may thereto: 
in this place. Dr. W hitby ia its comme 
1, 1 Cor. vii. 1, has suifie nily demonstrated, that 
philosophical question much agitated in te days of 
Whether it were good to marry ? h 
aander, Appollonius, Porphyry, 
general, held the nezative. 

As the Pythagorean 
rinth and ot! 


peculiar t 


wasa 
Paul, 
Autisthenes, wee 
Pyt a soreaits, im 


> 
{> On, 


and t! ic 


iosophy was very popular at Co- 
ier parts Of Greece, the Apostle might, there- 
fure, notice it with drsapnrobation. But from what he 

ys, 1 Cor. vit. 8 27, 29, 40, it is manifest, that Paul could 
not have considered the prohibition to 
iderable part of the a 


yond all others the most 


tnarry as any cone- 
The Judaizers were be- 
cal ly pecuhar m their re- 
strictions concerning me -itivot on Acts xv. 20, 
shows that when the seeond temple was destroyed, the 
Pharisees who taucht that it ‘ lawful to eat flesh or 
drink wine, said “wwe ameng ourselies nol lo 
The err were dsinchned to marry, and tie 
Gnhosties, who probably + irom Ylenander, held that 
to eat flesh or marry was of Ure Devil. Tlence we see 
there ts no sufficient reason — ie eulrar application of 
this prohibition to the Roman Catholie | 


SHLD Putiit 


marry.” 


I 


' 
Duron. 





should elapse | 
On the contrary he tetls| 


f the cause of} 
m that as soon as: 
bim-? 


creat | 
Cirist’s co-' 


Objec lion second, Phe cx 
place in the last days, 
ithe last day. 


mine - of Christ, is 


' 
aud that event i 


aid to take 
lly ealled 


ral ru " 


eepera 
The Jewish Rabbies admit as a oey 
that wherever we ineet the phrase, the las! days, 01 
ter days, we should understand it. of the days or « 
Messiah. The Tarcams thus the phrase, Ck 
xlix. 1, Num. xxiv. 14, Isa. i. 2, Jer. xxii. 20. Dan. ii. 4 
Hosea in. 5. Peter applies the ijast day? of Joel’ 

cy to the time of C hrist. Acts hh. 17,2 Peterin. 3. TI 
‘other a the 

ameepoch. 2 
‘Dr. Pocock justly ob 
Jewish and Christian com 
of the Messiah, who :s ealled 
Pater aionis Mellontis, Father 
Whith vou Heb. vi 
always use the 


ge of 7 


imte rypre { 


ostles use same phraseolory, to Cenote the 
4 John ui. 18, Jude 


ty the 


The P . a “Vil. Pa 
, ei 


eryve 
ieniators 


in ti 
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and emphasis :—-th. re aceording to the idiom 
sacred writers, last duys, when used to cenote the 
ithe Messiah, mean only dest day 3 singnlar. 


Johu calls th 


same p sl hour, J: 
/xt. 24, 1 John ii. ! 
j lanvuare, 


‘L his ob; 


, I 

“fe Carian erd. 
° r ’ 

ject. nee of the lan- 
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ease of seripture, aad canuot m.! tate against the (ime [, majesty. Deut.ix. 36. The Slieciuaah, or glory of the 

have fixed tor = remuing of Christ. Consult Simpson's, Lord which abode between the cherubum in the tem le, 

Lissays on the luusuaze of panne was the appearance of a flame of fire. The person whe 

ee 4. : nt 4 ee 7 s s.dappeare “zekie ISION, Was sUrro op rhi- 

Oh ‘eelion third. Ta Mat. xxiv. : 30, and Rev. i | is} App oF d to Ezekiel in vi aC 2 i y 8 wrrounded u ith bright 

‘ ese phir ves ti wlor. forhes ef « at } 20 

said, all the bes o1 the earth shail mortra, when the y see; ness which was lhe al a nag rh = ~ we 

. ay } ; asthe uppearunee ¢ ; } \- 

tn mot Man com n the clouds of heaven. To this| was as the fppearuner of fire map. . 21, 28. Phe ap 


»anl prophetie language, the earth isi Pearauce also of the creatures Which drew the triumphal 


. 


Spe oa ; . . irar nt } OVE wos ws¢ las of ee tone ¢ as . " 
oiten 1to the slof Judea. 4s. xi. 4, Mal. iv. 6, Ps.} -_ of Jehov ah, ™ = = a flash of hich — s, and as bura 
- iS. xxi. 20. Bh xuxvii. 3 O 11. See Whit-| inv eoals of fire, ice the appearance of lamps ; and out of 

: , yy? ea the ‘Owe mth bie 7 * BY hie ; hel oranree 
by's appendix to Vat, xxiv,and Dr. Campbell’s Notes onj ‘8 fin . nt forth lightuing ; and the whole ay caraace 


ble. he might notw 


1 
>4i. d. «Supposing John to have wrote |‘ : 
a oe ie. ye ' nes rhe ! “x ‘ At ; rd | 
:te as 96. which is by Bo means oF a r ory mutit. Ex. 1.4,13,14. Atthe tran 
i 
| 


f Jehov s train Was as fire enfolding itseli, and a bri sht- 


ria 
ithsianding use the words of por Elijah, there appeared horses and charriote of fire. 2 














secius the great desir mof the Jews by Adrian, was | Kings ii. Jl. Elisha was surrounded with horses and 
etiil future. But the evidence is in favor of that hypothe. |eharriots of fire, as an emblem of the divine presence 
nia which tase th : af the Apocalyvse to the reisn orpand pretection. 2 Kings vi. 17. The throne of the 
Clandias or Nero.—-The style of this beok is mach fuller! Aucent. of Days was like a fiery flame, and the wheels 

lie!raisms, that of the Gos pel, consequently writ- ike a flame of fire. Dan. vii. 9. The seven espir- 
ten ems Jolin leit Judea, where he had been accus-,!'S Before tie throne appeared like lamps burning with 
tomed to speak Syrine. He calls the goveraors of the| fire. Rev.iv.5. Malachi prophecied that Christ shoald 


about the year 63 « 


after retained in the « 
was Written before ¢ 


affirms that ao anh pad 
apc on 


churches angels, but 





Paul in his first epistle to Timothy be asa r fiuer’s fire 5 and our Lord foretold, that as lhe 
is them bishonrs, which title was ever| "2 shineth trom the east towards the west,so should the 
hurches, consequently the revelation |CO™S oO} the Soncf Man be. Mal. ii. 2, Mat. xxiv. 27, 
he epistle to Timothy. Epiphanias} Ueke xvil. 24. 

ophesied in the reign of Clandius Ce- We may thereiore safely conclude the apostle had these 
appears to be confirmed by allusions} predictions full in view, when he wrote my text, and des 
he temple and altar as then standiow. |scribed the coming of Clirist, as the appearance ot fire. 








The title of the version of this book » whic hat least }tndeed our Lord foretold he would come in the glory of 
Lows the opmou of the churches of Syr ry is, *T"} Roy -_ Paiher; but the glory of the Father was alwavs man- 
elution made to Juin the Evangelist, by God, in the I: le oi dtothe Jews bya brightness or appearance of fire. 


: : 
Patmos, wirere lit 


Hence we have sufficient reason to conclu dle, that John 
svrote the Revelation before the destruction of ferusaiem 
and that the references to the day of Judgment, com ng o “| ments of the Deity be sometimes represented ip the scrip- 


Christ, aad passing 
es 


was banished by Nero the Casar. 


4 


Het ne> the firery brightness denotes the majesty of Christ, 
and ~ t his judgments ; much less can it denote a material 


fire designed to devour his enemies ! Tho’ the severe judg- 


1 


away of the heavens, were allusions to jt res, uncer the notion of fire, strean.s of fire, or a furuace 


the sullen of the Jewish cocaine. of fire; yet this is not the design of the metaphor in my 


2, The meaner of Christ's coming. The text declares, |tOX's lor the giory of ¢ hrist,and not his judgments, are 


’ 


he shall be revealed, « flame wn fire—1. €. in great splendor, 


like a flame of fire. 


Che word Phiogos 


ya in ipposition me 
1 ca 
the Lord Jesus ish 


ViOr 1 is derive i iro! 
wella to burn, the 
asthe brightaess of 
Jesus shout! ld be rev 
Jew, he ado; ted the 





adicated by the flame. 


iy vil 


the manifestation of Jehovah, or his 


‘ 
Innumera!le passages of sacred writ show the fiery 
j br: aie attending 


3, is in apposition with Kuriou, & word 
an the same person or thing. Hence 
ve calleda flame by fire. But as the 
n Phlege, watch signifies to shine, : is| 3. The signs of Christ’s coming. The shaking of the 
vhrase may mean bo more than tinat e eaveus ; the heaveus passing away with a great noise ; 
fire, or ia fiery brightuess, the Lord ithe elements melting with fervent heat; the 

ealed from heaven. As Paul was a) works burned up; thesun darkened ; the moon noi giv- 


lanvuage of their prophets Joel andj ing her ight; and the stars falling from heaven; great 


: 
e|™ sors, to be anemblem of majesty, and not of ven- 
I reance, 
' 


rth and its 


Malachi. who had ealled the time of Christ’s coming tol earth quakes ; feartul sights, and signs in the heavens ; fa- 
destroy the Jewish nation, ihe greet and bright dey of the} mines and pestilence the sea and the waves thereo! roar- 
Lord. Joel ii. 31, Mal. iv. 5. Isaiah predicted that the bs 1S Viat. xxiv. 29, Luke xxi. 11,25, 26. and 2 Peter ui. 
breath of his ips shonid slay the wicked, and Paul citin Ne These are higtly meta phe rical expressions which ire- 
his words, declaces, the Lord shall cousume the wicked! queutly occur in ihe saered scriptures. Of them the tr ily 





with the breath of 
oven. and all that d 
day shall burn then 


evyeut, the Psalmist 


; hoval & 2s. 22S 
vould burn up the 
ii. 12. And Pas ul 


1 
‘ 


,y 4 
snotrd oe reveaiea 


work. 1 Cor. iit. 12. These passages of scripture scem 


rif’ 





to mark the seve 


ancient peome of 
“iu Cy 

j 

Noty hstanding 


breltuess was not designed to indicate 4 wrathfnl or aven fll we see the eiegauce 
xin ¢ disposition, br ut mere! lythe dignity and glory of his}d 


7 


e;solat id off we. 


? 3 a) 
ires. VW ron yeh 


’ : : 7 
rod,on acvount of their unbelied anc} 4; 


‘ 


his mouth. Isa. xi. 4, 2 Thess. ii. 6.] learned Jewish Rabbi, Maimonides thus observes, * these 


L ome. id ) 
Kialachi SaVS, Behol 


dl the day cometh that shall burn as an| expressions are proverbial, importing the destruction 
vo wickedly shall be stubble, aad the; utter ruin of a people or nation.” Artemidorus says, “ihe 
2» Maliv. 1. Alluding to the same} sun darkened or turned ito bleod, aud stars falling, unply 
says—A devouring fire shall go beiore}i 

Join the Baptist foretold, that Christ} Whitby’s Com. vol. 1, gen. pret. 
chaff with fire unquenchable, Viat.| Pisl 


‘ 


iu prophetic language, the destruction of many peopl 


ee eee ee eas 0} M arburton Julian, B. 1. C. 1, observes, the king- 
_ si wee " + puigewsingpiie fo Me ‘ hrist sueceeded the Jewish theocracy ; and till 
by fire, which should try every man’s) he Jowichlaw we “bolished in which the Father pres.ded 
pt aes . r enewerh is kine, thy re gn of the Son could not take place; because 

MW that concemuation witch belet the) tne covere ent y of Christ over men, was the sovereignty of 
he Father over the Jews, transferred and extended. This 
eine the most important era, im the e onomy of grace, and 
the apnearance of Christ as a. fierv} the most awful revoluti min all God’s religious dis spensa- 
and propriety of the terms to 
enole so ereat on event, together with the destruction of 
This w vil readily be admitted by all} Jerusalem, by which it was effected. For in the old pro- 


hal i 





who attentively consider the language of the Jewish serip-| phetie language, the change or fall of 1 rincipaliles and 
oveh appeared on Sinai, the mountain | powers, whether spiritual or civil, is sig suified by the sha- 

ix. XIN. 18, Deut. iv. 1, and ix. 15.] king of the heavens and the earth ~ darkening of the eun 

ita great free. the glory of his }and moon, and the falling of the stars. The rise and es- 
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fablishmoent of new kingdems or empires, by processions in 
ihe cloads of heaven, by the sounding of trumpets, aud the 
asseinbling together of hosts and nations.” 

for the gathering of the elect ; 
the awakening of the dead; the meeting of the Lord in the 
snd the sounding of the trampet; all uaplying the 
estat) shment of Christianity or the kmgdom ot Jesus on 
the runs of the Jewish dispeusation. 

ibe same venerable writer, Div. Lee. vol. 2, b. 4, says, 
“'Pois language was borrowed from the ancient hiero- 
glyphics, in which the sun, moon, and stars, were used t 
represent states and empires, Kings, queens, and nobility ; 
thesr eclipse or extinction, denoted te: 
thaurentire overthrow. In like manner, the holy prophets, |! 
called kings and empires by the names of the heavenly lu- 
muarnes. Their misiortunes and overthrow were repre- 
sented by eclipses and extinction ; stars falling from the fir- 
mament, are emploved to denote the destruction of the no- 
bility. In one word, the prophetic style seems to be a kind 
of speaking hicroglyplic. 

Maimonides assigns the following reason for such phrase- 
wlogy. “As !} speaking of such as ha 
been conquered, savs, their sun sad moun have lost thei 
light ; so he says also of conquerors ; their sun and moon 
dnerease their light. For experience preves that the eves 
of men, in great misery, grow dim, and do not see the li cht 
an its full sple mdor; the nerves being weakened, by want 
of spirits. On the other hand, when by joy the soul is en- 
larzed, and the animal spirit are conveyed in abundance 
to the orgaus of vision, ithe sun and light appear greater 


This perfectly accounts 


salah, ch. xxx. 26. 


than before.’ 
Let us now look into our bibles and we shail see these 


op:nions both confirmed aud illustrated. 

the destruction of Babylon, ch. xiii. 10,says, * Fe slars Ae, 
heaven and ihe constellations thereof shalt net give their lt 

ke sun shall be durkened in his going forth ; and the moon 
shall noi cause her light lo shine.” Again, describing the 
destruction of Jdumea, he says, ch. yr xiv, 5," 4) the Lost 
of heaven, shall be diss the heavens shall be relled 
together asa scroll; and all their host shail fall as the lea) 
talleth from the vine, and as the fulling fig from th 
‘zekiel foretels the destruction of Egypt, in the followin; 
lanruage, ch. X¥Xl. * J] will cover the heaven aid | 
make the skars thereof d lark ; IT will cover the sun with a cloud, | 


and shall not ceive her light. All the bright lights 


_ ’ ] . 
Isaiah predietimy 


volved ; aiul 


ficelres 
agate 
i, 8. 


the moon 


of heaven will T make dark over thee, and se? dar! ne 8 Uy one! 


thy land saith the Lord God.” Joel desc oy the d str: 1C- 
tion of Jerusalem, a lopts similar terms, ch. i. 10. 39, 31. 
- T he earth shall qui es before them, (i. e. ‘hie Romans 
e heavens shal! tremble, the sun and the moon shail be 
sient and the stars withdraw their shining. IT will 
rhow wonders in the heavens, and on the earth blood and 
The sun shall be turned into 


fire, and pillars of smoke. 
blood, before the great and 


larkness, and the moon into 
terrible day of the Lord come.” Now as Peter applies pees 
of Joel's pram to the events of the day of Fentecost, 

nd Joel declares that in those seme days and that time 
the other signs contd be manifested, we have no reason to 
‘otract the rem ining part of the prophecy longer than 
the de svntilinns of Jerusalem, which followed soon after- 
wards, 


In allusion to the above prophecies, especially that of 


Joel, our Lord predicted fearful signs, and shakings of the 
earth and heavens. 
our Lord, were designed to wara the disetples 
them literaily happened. So Josephus, 1. 4, ch. 
‘corms us of a dreadful tempest, frequeut Tightnings, tervi- 
ble thunderings; roarings of the sea, and quakiugs of the 
earth. That armies were seen in the clouds, in battle ar- 
ray,and compassing the city ; and that a comet pointed its 
ri y tail dowa upon the city, for a whole year, portending 
‘ttsruin. L. 7, eh. 31. Tacitus, the Roman historian, says, 
ihe temple seemed to be in flames, by fire issuing from the 

iis. 


Mlale dde 


17, in- 


5. p, 621. 


nporary disa-ters, or |‘ 


| of the heavens and evrth cannot mean thes 
»~;material world, bi 


But as several of the signs, foretold by: 
» Many of 


Though some of the signs of our Lerd’s coming were 
vteraliy fulfilled, because without a figure they were de 
scribed in the prediction ; yet the description in general is 
uighly symbolical. That the stars fallin ig from heaven, om- 
blematically repre sets {the overthrow pine Jewish rulers 
and teachers, evident! 5 ap} come from the tollowing passnge 
of seripture, Danial eee the little mag: waxed great, even 
to the host of heaven, ail east dewn some of the host, and 
of the stars to the ground, aid sé amped upon them. Ch. 8, 
10. tsaiah describes the kine ng, i will 
tscend into heaven, | will exalt my throne above: the stars 
Ch. 14, 13. The tail of the great red dragon 
urew the third } fl mn, and cast them to 


of HBabvion as sav 





iot Go, 


part of the siars of hea: 
i earth, Rev. xu. 4.° ] need not multiply citabens to 
vrove that stars were symbols of 5 lngious teuchers. The 
ngle reference to Rev. i. 20, is abundantly suficient. Dr 
Lightfoot and Dr. Hammond, having reier red the lancunye 
of Peter, concern ng the coming of Christ, n the third 
chapter of his secoad episile, to the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem; and Mr. Le Clere b ay wing exposed the fanciful apel:- 
cation of this chapter and some other parts of Scripture to 
ran ima ‘g nary future gen ne judgment yet to come; Dr. 
Whitby seemed somewhat oife ded, yet prorrised to be 
ith his learned opponents. in his commen- 
Hie admits the application of Peter's 


Anti-Christ, Rev. i7th 





| 

' > 
{more iriend y W 

i (ary on the 

| redictions to the 
| 


ospels. 
dost ruc Uo n of 
~ ‘ 

the new hea- 


“ent! v co: 





chapter. After v . in his opinion, follow 
vens and new earth. Bu! sail the Dr. sufi 
ered the subject, and maiutained consistency in his own 
theories, he would have been forced to admit that the new 
leaven and new earth denoted on - new order of thi 

| Which succeeded the abolilion of the Jewi h heaven * 
earth, or ecclesiastical civil politics. Then all the element- 
of that dispensation melted with fervent heat, and the hea- 
ens, or Vosaic dispensation, passed away with a creat no raat 


Ar 
Deny ‘ 
! 


This great € ne it was undoubtedly the object of Hage 
7,ecited by Paul, Heb. xii. 26, whe re, an 
i Whithy cutirely concedes the disputed 
marking that “ this chakine 
ubversion of the 
itis a metaphor, usually edopted by the 
» entire ov erthrow ofa rtnte or het re 
j dom.’ No man can be surprised by the third c! apter oj 
| Peier’s second epi ares win veads the following pear tel 
| Tsa . xii. 13. Twill shake the heavens. and the earth wil! 
remove out of her place, in the day of his fieree anger.— 
| Ps. Ixxvii. 18. The voice of thy thunder was in the hen- 
vens, the lightnings lightened the world. the earth trembled 
and shook. Jsa. xxiv. 19, 20. “rhe earth is utterly broken 
down, the earth is clean dissolved and moved like a cottag 
| Jer. iv. 23, 24. 1 beheld the earth, and lo! it was withou 
form and void; the heavens snd the earth had no lieht 
Now the context most maniiestly shows that this lanzuace 
was descriptive of the destruction of nations and if ever 
such lange age apply to the subversion of any peuple, cer- 
he Jewis b. Aboni 2,000,900 peris shea tn the city 
of Jerusalem, by ‘Titus, and in the eighteenth year ef Tr L- 
jan, the Jews having made sedition, in Lybia, Eeyyal, cu 
Mesopotamia, that war, says Eusebius, Hist. Eecl. L. te. 
2, extinguished pollas muriadus Joudaion, mang myi ads 
ofthe Jews. From the 46 th to the 18th of Adrianhey « 
rebelled, and then were almost utterly exterminated, ; 
prohibited ever to return to Judea. On attempting to re 
cover their favoured country, he ordered their ears to be 
cut off, their bodies to be marked as rebels, and dispersed 
them as slaves through all the provinces of the empire. 
According to the best authorities, more perished in the war 
against Adrian, than in the destruction of Jerusalem by 
Titus. Thus was awfully accomplished, the prediction of 
our Lord, Wherever the carcass, the Jewish people, is, 
there will the eagles, the Roman army, be gathered to- 
gether. Luke xvii. 37. 


Another sign of the coming of the Son of Man was, great 
earthquakes in divers places. Juke xxi. 11. Of these 


| prophecy, eh. a 
fon 2 Thee 
le ‘round to ‘his opponents by re 


| prophets to denote th 


tainly to! 
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sign fies there oecur- 

ecy, and accor | 
Inthe reign of Clau- 

another in Apamea, in 


vit emi tems of politcal commotions, 


.¢ = i 
this propo 


red several within the sé 
nr to the pred 
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Svris, both recorded by ‘Vacitas, and Philostratus in his} 
life of Appoltlonjas, mentions one in Crete, others at Sinvr . 
na, letus, Ch in} Same in all of winch places, Jews 
had settled.  —Pday t reign of Nero, there was one in 
Campania. and ther at Laocicea, both noticed by Taci- 
tus ;—the |] s also rnontioned by Eusebius and Groti 
us, Whoadd that Hreravolis & Colosse iodu 
were @evertorown by an earthquake. There was also 
another in the reien of Galba, recorded by Suetonius.— 
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FOR THRE INQUIRER. 


= T) ey iso th ‘i erred in sporit, shail come lo unde rstanding.” 
To the Members of the First Fee] ical Society in 

Hartiord. | 

{ 

Dear Becthren and &:sters—tnw a lote number ef thie va-} 
per, I mndeavoured to call ; your alteution to som Ss 


remarks on two discourses, from the words * these siiali 


corey into everlasting pn a nul. In thet bref not 
Lioliowed the example of your posror,in limiting the} 


gi ae to the Julter port o} t 


ie eh ier, commenciny” at tne 
Slst >: andin viewine the dani tat lity rally. 
a tuus viewing the sub ect. and follow ine the rules 'q5 


for understand 
nelus 
eral opinion, but we w 


conceit 


down by him 


ivil, we we re not ouly ui 
at ie to diseer 


on whieh is H 


anctioned by FO - 
re perfectly satishe dy that 
sult from the premi 


u thec 
such a 
es, Without doin 





son cannot re 


violence to the established usages of the lanvuave. [Tn th, ve of th events s oer ofas preceding the d nraction 
pa ver, 1 purpose to follow a different course. by can Py, o |‘ Jerusalem, are y th fieurative,so ad ie revarc. to 
the text wilh a larzer portion o context, and takine roprety wii nei id us to read the prediction of the 
a range which will nore fully embrace the subject jerand catastrophe in any oth We have seen that 
Permit me, on the thres hold ot this review, to bes) cul | the coming of the Son of Man should happen m that gene- 
your candid, your patient, and your serious attencen,| "tion. The Stst verse commences the Ceseription of the 
Your candour ‘ \! not my ute an ; roper motive lor tiie " yuene which SY uld trans re,”” Wi EN ihe sou oO} 
jnvestivatiou—-your A oer eewiti be put in requisition to! Vian shall come in hic glory.” It will not be forgotten, 
follow the train of facts which ave nuportant in forming a |thet we ! previously secn the manner of his conung 1m 
Jovical toncius:on—aund the importance of the subject will j he / ereneration, and we here see what shall be the resiu/tof 
not fail to solemuize your ai/cu/ion, , | his coming in the same manner. Can any thing be more 
Be not, | beseech you, deceived’ by the common opinioa, | evident: You will please examine the uniform tenor, and 
that we think lightly on the subject of # future state. Wejthe entire similarity of the language, and then answer, i 
are. persuaded, that no other topic in the range ef human {the conclusion ts not eresafible, that the whole relates to the 


eoutemplat:ep can equal ii. 
the volume of inspiration as with a Yehted eandle—and. | 
having ascertained tha: God 1 
tender 


ood to all,and that h! 


mercies are over all his works, we are desirous to r 
communicate these glad tidings to others, that they may al- | 
so rejoice with us, « 

‘Those who have read, with a zood derree of attenti ion, ! 
my remarks ma former number, wiil consider my wor ay 


pledged to prove the common opiuion of the text inconsi 
eut with the harmony of the seriptures. I shall now att: mpt 
the redemption of that pledge. 

A celebrated commentator has remarked, that it is utter- 
ly impossible to prove (at true, which we certainly know 
to be false. As this maxim is self-evident, it is unnecessary 
to encumber it witheomment. We will try its service in 
the case before us. In respect to the premises, we doknow 
that the coming of the Son of Man was predicted to hz appeo 
during the natural life of some whe heard the prophecy. 





And therefore, we search in 4 
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Ithe did not then come,in the sense in wh 


, 
enit was s oxen, 
we have 


no ground to believe he ever will. Let us notice 
2 of the 


ho the 1th of 


ome exur 


sions, 


‘atthew, the Saviour informed certain 


sc: ples, that they should not go over the e:ties of Israel, 
miilthe Con ef Man he come. Does not this allude to his 
econdeanine 2 He had already come once, or we are in 
rorse than Ligvptian darkness 
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om the 24 
ion, and 
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ranifest. So 
same predic- 
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“I ta the 
In the 25th the prediction 
13. Luke 21, and the 3d 


h we are avain pont 
{ for the same object. 


: : as x 
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chapter of the istie of Peter. From this last quotation, 
it is evident that ie ccoffers spoken of as saving * Where 
isthe promise of his coming?” were fully justified in look- 
ny for hire ta the generation of the apostles, What they 


Cerstoo! of the manner aud object of his coming has no- 
tin 
occur In 


trom the 


hme to do with the subieet. Thatthev were justifie 


ulerstanding it reeably to the predhetion, to 


re have the most incontrovertible proot 


} ave t ly noticed. 

Iwill no ail yonr attention to tye question of the dis- 
ciples to our Lor ‘asked in consequence of his ih yhecy 
respecting t! ulter destruction of the Jewish t ole. 
Althouch the question appears as ane, it evid ntly em- 
hraces three distinct subjects, however ont mate their con- 
nexion. Whenshall these things happen? What shal! be 
the signs of thy ecaming? What are the tokens of the end 

No Greet scho ar will contend that the word here trans- 
lated world. is vp oneriy so rendered, ane iitwrre so con- 


id 
4, nied, it won | | rove nothing hut Q lk r? md O01 fol stina- 
That 
neh an interesting juncture, 


they ousiv re 


cy or ionorance. the di ciples s hould inauire, at 
respec} nt ot 


reived the lers? antimation, W li 


ny an eve 
had not pre 


not easily heeredited. Of the end of that age, or the close 
‘ re legal on, they had freqnently heard, in the 
numerons } les of our Saviour: and that na connex- 
ion which would remind them of that event, from the pre- 
yo ceclny tron ay tne LIOUT 


As no minn in his senses will controvert the fact, that the 


same terrible, but magnificent event. 
ifthe coming spoken of were to be taken Iiteral/y, what 
ition of Chi to his disciples— 
the end of the world,” 
— “il we attribute to the 
, that where two or three are cathered together 
in th e name of Jesus, he will be with them? Is any man so 


lost to common sense, as to receive this liferal/y2 Certainly 


of the decla: 
am with vo 


‘fo. I 


axe) 


ualway, even w 


it< 
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not. 


If then his coming, and the signs of it, are symbolic, re 
not the predictions the consequences scenic ? Vf all nations 
are represented as being gathered before him, they are re- 
presented by the distinetive appellation of sheep and goats. 
Sinners, as individuals, are never represented as goats, but 
as sheep gone astray. Christ speake of sheep who hear and 
follow him, and of other sheep whom he must bring; but 
never of goats gone astray. nor goats returned. Speaking 
of nahons, this was evidently proper. The werld then. 


er, latter part, his coming 
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was vided silo two classes, Jew and Gentile—ihis Is the | object of Christ’s com nz, b+ yond the pale of coutroversy 

divs on still. | * They shall be led away capt:ve into all motos, and F 
Hot yet a question nav artse—Are we not warranted |Jero-alem shall be trodden duwn of the GrNTILES 3 4 

in beleviags tuat as nedions are spoken of as ~_ rered au 1| tHEN os that time] shall they see the Son of N.an com ng 

sevarated, and as the laugeare cannot jarly apply to ind a cloud, with power and great glory.” “* There te some 

viliaia, may we vot couclade that some a aie | ure to pelot i you Hite toot here, who shall not taste of deatii, till ye 

finally lost: Now this is settled by the answer to a ques- {see the Son of Men coming m his kingdom.” So mucl: 

tion —Dd God make all nations? Ihe did not, the contro- | briefly as to the dime. 

versy euls,of course, Tf he did, we renly—* All nations} “The manner ot his coming was—* with power and creat 


Wem thou hastinade shall come and worship betore thee, | glory >“ with his holy angels ;” “in the clouds of heaven ” 


, 
O Lori, and shall GLoxrry thy name. and isso periectly consistent with the description in the oist 


Notw tistan day sat ove word, and that evidently a mis-]v:rse, that it is evident to my mind, that men with open 








traustitiou,oceurs oo the whole ef these two chaoters,jeyes nd honest bearts, can hardly doubt that both the time 
wie can be wresied to pont toa future existence, or ra- j ana manner are most clearly designated. 

her to the ecousuummation of all tings, and every other dact; The object, is evidently, to reward every man accor) ng 
unl e re mstance leads to a different concius.on, such is the }to his works. 


force of early teaching, or of te -eneral prejud.ces respect 
may thos text, that [ara sensible some will honestly cling to 


the old opmron on this subject. ‘Phe review will ther 

fore be pursued, with a particular reference to their benefit. 
The term everlasting, or seokidiaas.| as applied to pun- 

ishment, s supposed to cxpress endless, because us ed in 


conuex oa with, or opposition to, efernal life, and being | 
translated from the same Greek word. This arzument is 
soon answered. HWhat is cternal life? “This is LFF 
ETERNAL, to know thee the only true Cod, and Jesus 
Corist whom thou hast sent.” This then, is Sse€n to a} ply 


to the quciity of the lite of the mehteous, and ject to its du- 


Aas 


gaiion. Ilere, we see in part—through a glass carkly—-} 


we know but tn) part—the lire which we now hve 
is by fru. But we sail know as we are known—we 
shuii see elearly—-faith and hope will be swallowed up in 
fru.tion. this isnot a soltary testuunony ; eternal ile 
—everlasting Lite—are in frequent use for the same mean- 
ing in the New Testament, and being thus used, the argu- 
meat supposed to be built up by it, has entirely vanished, 
Everlast ug punisiment. or the punishment of the az 
spoken of by Crist im this connexion, not only as excee 


ao 
ine uny ot 


e, Is 


her which had already occurred, but as excelling 
all which should follow. tn spc vking of this same event, 
Duanmrel wnforms us, that it should be a time of tribulation 
such as had never been, and Christ added, no, nor ever 
shall he. ker ricsitne upishment, is tiie yuu shment ol the 

spoken of, in wiaieh the wrath came upon them to the 
uttermost. ‘These were deed the days of rengeance that 


all things whieh) were written | by Moses] might be fulfil- 
led. This was the epoch of the dreadful visitation on thal 
eeneration, for the blced ot all the prophets. {t was the 
set ime in whch that iniquitous city should receive at the 
for Vs hand doubl: oral! hersins, It wasto this event 


that the numerous parables of Christ pointed and im 


bandmen who stoned aud ill-treated the servants, and 
fina ly slew the Seaywere niseralily destroyed, and the vine- 
vari given to others. Now was the kmedom of God taken 


rom them and viven toa nation bring ng fertht 
' 


which they had ther fulfiment.  {[t was now that the hus-, 
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thereoi: and t was Oi this sinfal ¢ reneration ol pers, and 

of this e, that Christ proposed the question—how can 

ve escape the damuaation of he ll? ‘They did not escape it. 
, 


hey sunk to the lowest hell of suffering, end endured the 
pains of that fire} rej ared jor the “ V nl | hig rh pric st j ; and 





his anvels | mitnrste rs or messenvers s the {c ool) sh virgin is, 
their lamps had gone ovf. Tl tr and the prophets were 


once as lamps to their teet. i ad as lanterns to their path, 
making plain the things which related to their 0 but 
which were now made void by their traditions. ‘he un- 
profitable servant was now cast mto onter darkness. He who 
had been rie/: indeed, who had the lively oracles of Gol-— 
‘o whom pertuined the giving of the law and the promisEs, 
and of whom Christ came, was in hades, in that state of 
menial darkness and suffering, trom which he sought in 
vain for relief by looking to the fathers 

Raton ling what has already been said on the sub- 

, it may be useful to fix the fime, the manmer, and 
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‘onelusive, 
correct, 


In this, the whole connexion is certa nly 
But it may be 


asked—if your understan. ng 


°o 


why do we read—* Come ye blessed of my Fa« 


ther, inherit the ki inzdom prepared tor you" ’&e. In an- 


vos pel k 


ric 


in s Sort 


Ww 
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hteousne 


wiiuch there should be no end, 


‘as you judge yourselves unworthy of ETENNSL LIFE. lo 


we 

gladly, they entered into it, 
l bro “ht on 

lasting fire,” &e. 

dor 





it 
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turn to the G. ntiles. 
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of 


iiion, 
—— the 


( life, 
f wi-h here to propose a question, and if yon eat sfv vour- 
lves t 


harbou 


irom the 


ally 


ad 


while 


ver it may be said, that the kingdom spoken oj, is the 


"a 
' 
=| th 
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nzdom, the new pr mea > age of which John said 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” he k:nedom of 
s, and peace, and joy, of which Paul spoke— 

the a dom spoken of by the Prophets as | 

ch the God of heaven should set up, of the increase of 


hat 


To the Jews, Paul sard— 


, 


And, as the Geniles heard him 


the obstinacy of the Jows; 


them—*Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
It was at this time, that t they saw the 
a was shut, and themselves thrust out of the k ngdom— 


gospel. 


wivch 


and that they called upon Abraham for assistance. 
Eiernal life, is theretore used as a synonyme with a be- 
the 


It was the life of that age, or new dis- 


brought life and immortality to Pelt 
gospel, and liad no allusion to the durufion of 


whatis the true answer, you will no longer 
to the result of the Coctrime to be drawn 


oub 


text. 


93 


al 


Does the word Aoluss) 
ment, Wien properly rendered, include the idea of amend- 
ment—to make better, or to prune, as a vine-dresser ? 


translated pre/sh- 


Jerusalem is spoken ofas b ing more sinful than Sodom. 
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ent with other 
Y 


’ 
te ¢ 


are 


hes been offered to awa 
amination of 


Vv) 


beloved for the Father's sake 
ng of Gor i a 
ares, that all Israel shall be saved, as it is written. 
shall take away their sins. 


as experiencing the complacent smiles of 


ng at the Lord’s hand double tor 
insult your understanding by ma- 


ether receiving double for her sins, is 
en tl ss suflering - twice told, 


and the close of both. Your 


own eood sense will draw the conclus’on, that a pn 


mnirecl 
if}issl@ 


ment which is inflicted ior the purpose of amendment, aud 
which effects its object, must proceed irom the hand of a 


i, they are enemies for your sake, but as concerning 
ction, 


> for 


re without repenta: we.” And 


ia. 


much as [ have said on the subject, a is but a 
bird's-eye view at last. 


But | humbly trust, thet suMcient 


ken your attention to a careful ex 


Bibles, aud I trust also, that, beginning 


or) 


ama 


near the close of tie 
connexion the whole to the close of the 25th, and then be 
able to satisfy yours: Ives in the following inqu:ries 


vag 


Son of Man came in that 
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of 


aT 


Matthew. you will read in 


e lead to the conclusion, that the 


veneration? 
Do we read of his (ii 


rd coming? 
3. is the common idea entertained of this passage consist- 


seriptures ? 
clue to the 
: ton of 


answers, in the fact, that noone 
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alem, as being the burden 
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ef the contert to the passage sclect««l by your pastor. It is 
also allowed, that at this same time, the kimgdom should be 
taken from them, and given to others. Lo we read of the 
fulfilment of this prophecy in the context, or ts 1t reserved 
tio close the subject in the connexion in which it ts acknow- 
ledged that the text stands? This is werthy your serious 
eonsideration. 

Ishall here mentiona fact worthy your thonghtful con- 
sideration. It is this. Neither of the other evangelists, 
who notice the conversation betweeu Christ and themselves, 
have a word in the narration which sounds like the doc- 
trine supposed to be found ia Matthew. Mark and Luke 
both mention it particularly, and yet entirely omit the 
most important of all possible subjects, which it is sapposed 
Matthew notices so particularly. Is it possible to account 
for the omission of an event so stupendous, of which it Is 
not in the sphere of probabilities that they could be igno- 
rant, or forget, if it were communicated. Do,[ earnestly 
desire, look for yourselves. 

By this time, you are probably aware of the fact, that 
the only possible method of escaping from the evident con- 
elus on on this subject. was by isolating the passage in the 
manner already noticed. Without wishing to derogate 
from his sincerity, or to charge him with “handling the 
word of God deceitfully,” it is reduced to demons/raiion, 
that his method of haudling the subject, gave evidence, that 
he was at least as much engaged in building up a received 
theory, as in searching for the truth. J draw this dedue- 
tion from the fact of his detaching a passage from its most 
intimate connexion, the whole of which would have resul- 
tedin a very different conclusion. Fromm his utter silence 
in giving the reasons. in room of his own opinion, why the 
whole subject did uot relate tothe event to which we at- 
tribute it. He certainly offered nothing on the subject 
which was based on scripture authority, and even his own 
definition of everlasting put the whole of his couclusions at 
variance with his premises. 

On the subject of the sheep and goats, or nations gather- 
ed, | am bold to affirm, that no scholar, (uuless indeed some 
Roswell Judsm might volunteer) dare to hazerd his char- 
acter in contradicting the siatement, thai the language 
points to the separation of nafions. ‘That life eternal is en- 
joyed in this life is too manifest to dispute a moment. It is 
also as evident, that fre is frequeutly spoken of as a strong 
figure to point out sufferings, and consequent purification. 


* By fire and by sword shal! the Lord plead with all flesh.” | 
The works of men are spoken of as being burnt, aad the; 


men saved, yet so as by fire. Speaking of the Jews, the 
Lord saith by his prophet—* I will gather you, and blow 
upon you with the fire of my wrath.” We need only to 
know the circumstances of the siege and destruction of Je- 
rusalem, to perceive the propriety of this prediction. 

In short, the subject of Christ’s coming is mentioned in 
all probability thirty times ia the New-Testament, and in 
each passage fhe fime is so pininly fixed that none can 
believe otherwise than that it was lo take place near its no- 
tice or prediction. MENTOR 
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(Continued from p. 39.) 

The hope, of life and immortality, possesses in 
itself a purifying power, or influence, for it is 
said, ‘‘and every maa that hath this nore purifi 
eth himself.” This doctrine opposes the com- 
ron notion of an instantaneons conversion, or 
change of heart, by which the vilest sinner at 








once becomes a saint, an? he, that was unholy and 
impure, is, inamoment, made a pure and holy be. 
ing, and in conseqnence of this «hange, entitled 
toa Hore of eternal life and immortal glory and 
jonor, 

According to the doctrine of the apostle, the 
npure and unholy, may possess the hope of 
eternal felieity, and the possession of this hope 
imduces them to endeavor to purify themselves 
from ail sin and uncleanness. If the man who 
enjoys this hope, purifies himself in consequence 
of the influence which the thing hoped for, bag 
npon his miad, then jt naturally, and most neces- 
sarily follows, that destitute of this Hope, man 
will not be inclined to purity and holiness of hfe ; 
for it is the man that hath this dope, and he only, 
that parifieth himself. [It also follows as a neces- 
ary consequence, that the stronger and more 
permanent this hope, the greater influence it 
nast have in purrfying the life of its possessor. 
He therefore that hath that Hove which is, ‘tas an 
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast,”’ that 
hope which is far removed from doubt and uncer- 
tainty, most have the greatest inducement to ho- 
liness of life. 

The above statements being correct, we have 
an irrefragable argument against the absurd dec- 
laration that is frequently made, that the docirine 
of Universal Salvation ts a demoralizing doctrine, 
or in other words, if aman indniges the hope, that 
he, himself, and all rational intelligent beings, 
will in God’s due time, be made holy and happy, 
he will, at once, be inclined to injure, detrand and 
cheat his fellow men, and disturb the tranquility 
and peace of society, forthe gratification of bis 
unlawfal desires and passions. We might ay peal 
to facts for the refutation of this false assertion, 
were it necessary, after the conclusive argu- 
ment with which the apostle has furnished, ix du- 
ly noticed. Beheving it will not be altogether 
labor lost, to notice the facts alluded to, we lay 
them before the reader. It is a fact that the 
most cruel barbarities have been commitied by 
professors of religion, not only upon those, who 
were of no religious sect, but also upon those 
who professing religion differed from them in 
some points of doctrine. These crnelties have 
been practised not only in the Old, but also in the 
New World;—-and by whom ? by men possessing 
aHOPE, but a hope limited to bimself and a few 
others who walked in the same path with him- 
self, bowed al the same altar, and believed in the 
same dogmas. Look then at the purity of life 
prodaced by this partial hope. It produced feel- 
ings of benevolence limited and confined to afew. 
{t fed and inflamed the base passion of vengeance 
which glutted itself in the immolation of innocent 
men, women and children, who were without the 
nale of the church. It sacrificed the holy attri- 
bute of mexcy, to what they called sustice, but 
what was revengeful cruelty. 

This partial and limited hope purifies the heart 
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by :.ching its possessor believe himself a much|sider, that he must reign till he hath put acy en- 
better man than others, it fills him with pride on|emies under his feet, the last of which is death ; 4 
account of his own supposed holiness—and tofand till he hath subdued art things anto himself ; 
despise and treat with contempt and violence |when we reflect, that according to the apostle 
those whom he conceives are not as pious as him-| Paul, where sin has abounded, grace does much 
: self, and to sacrifice their peace and quiet for hixy}more abound ; and that the same creature (or 
own advantage and good. Whoever will careful |creation,) which was originally made subject to 
ly examine the life and conduct of those who are|vanity,:is to be delivered fiom the bondage of 
4 under the influence of a partial and limited hope.|corruption, into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
: will be persuaded that they have not followed th. | !ren of God ; when we conrider the parallel 
injunctions of the 2pestle—*And every man thai|which ts instituted and carried on by the same 
hath this hope, pnrifieth himself, even as ne islapostles, betwixt ihe first and second Adam, in 
pure,” that ix, as Christ is pure. Christ then i+] tus epistle to the Romans ; and his express asser- 
the pattern and example of purity, and every |tion in another, that ‘tas in Adam ax die, even so 
man that bath this hope—-purifies himself—or en jin Christ shall all be made alive ; but every man 
deavors to unitate bis Redeemer in all the exen- jin hts own order ;” in a word, when we duly 
é plery virtnes by him demonstrated to the world |consider that there is a certain restitution of al 
: Josas was no sectarian, no persecutor,—he never |things, spoken by the mouth of all the holy proph- 
reviled orspoke evil of any man. He was the ex jets since the world began ; when we duly con- 
press image of the Father, whose representative |sider these things, I say, light and comfort arise 
he was. The Father loveth the world. Thejout of darkness and sorrow. 
‘Lord is good unto all,and his tender mercies are 
over all bis works.”—That hope which embrace- 
a world in the arms of salvation, is that, which 
will be productive of universal holiness and hap- 
piness ; for as we hope to rejoice with all our fel- 
low men in realms of eternal glory—and believe 
it that our happiness will be perfected by theirs, we 
a shal! have every inducement to treat them wel: 
a here, and endeavor to render all happy in this 
i world, with whom we expect to participate in ap 
\f eternity of happiness in the next. 














And we may, without the least presumption, 
conclude in ge neral, that, in the revolution of 
axes, sometaing far more grand, important and 
‘Aorious then any thing whicl h is vulgarly imagin- 
od, shall actually be the result of Christ’s coming 
lown from heaven to die on across, of his resur- 
rection from the dead, and of his being crowned 
vith glory and bonor, as Lord both of the dead 
md of the living. The word of God, and his 
mercy, endure forever ; nor will he leave any 
thing which is truly his work, unfinished. ‘As 
— the heavens are higher than the earth,’ saith the 
j DR MAYHEW A UNIVERSALSIT. Lord, ‘so are my ways higher than your ways ; 
i Any friend who will inform us where we can find/and my thoughts than your thoughts—My word— 
the Sermon from which the following extract was taken, |¢hat goeth forth ont of my mouth, shall not re- 
will 8 Oa ee turn untome void, but it shall accomplish that 
From the Herald of Life end Immortality. which I please ; and it shall prosper in the thing 
- whereunto I send it.” 

Extract from 4 Thanksgiving Sermon, delivered in Boston, ae ! ae F 
P Dee. 2, 1762, by Jonathon Mayhew, D. D. Pastor of the) ‘To conclude then ; Jet us all, young men and 
Wrest Church in Boston, from Psalms exly. 9, “The Lord| maidens, old men and children, love and honor, 
is good to all, and his tender Mercies are over ALL his\oxtol and obey the God and Father of att, whose 
works.” In page 89, is the following :— tender mercies are over all his works ; aod who 
* The consideration of God’s goodness and jhas been so gracious and bountifal to ourseives in 
mercy, particularly as manifested in the scrip particular. If we sincerely do thus, as becometh 
tures, in the redemption of the world by Christ, the children of the Highest, we shall, in dae time, 
naturally suggests very pleasing hopes, and a glo-|partake of his goodness, ina far more glorious 
rious prospect, with reference to the conclusion. !manner and measure than we can in the earthly 
; or final result of that wost wonderful interposition {house of this tabernacle. We shall doubtless al- 
s of grace. It cannot be denied, that ever since |so have a far more clear, distinct and perfect 
? the apostacy of our first parents, there have been, | knowledge, than we can possibly have at present, 
and still are, some thiogs of a dark and gloomy ap-|of what is intended in some apparently grand and 
pearance, when considered by themselves. So|sublime,and yet ditheult passages in the sacred 
much folly, superstition and wickedness there is,loracles ; particularly that of John the Divine, 
‘in this present evil world.’ But when we con-iwith which Lclose ; ‘And every creature which is 
sider the declared end of Christ’s manifestation }i ‘ 


in heaven, and onthe earth, and under the earth, 
in the flesh, to give his lite a ransom for all, {and such us are inthe sea,and all that are in them, 


; and to destroy the works of the devil ; when wej|! heard saying, blessing, and honor, and glory, 
; consider the numerous prophecies respecting the jand power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the 
; destruction of sin and death, and the fatare glory throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever.’ 





of Christ's kingdom on Bantu; when we con-{Rey. v. 13.” 
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A WONDERFUL REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 
One of the most wonderfal revivals of religin 
of which we have ar account, either in ancie 
or modern times, we fad narrated in the 3d chap- 
terof Daniel. 
[t is crve that men of small power, 


gazine. 


‘ 


with littl 


min's,avd dinited means, and with m tives con- 
sistent with desires the most contemptible 
hove, even in our days, been able to creep int: 


houses and. as the apostle says. “lead away sib 
women? after them. whose husbands ha e,. in 
some instances, been found to be as silly as they ; 
and collecting a fow to mect aud spend nearly 
whole nichts in making a noise, and neclecting 
therebildres, and hiing upon their neighbor-. 
have been abl« to meke ont something of a re- 
por ui what they have called asRevivol of R> 
livios "—But the acconst given inthe 3! of 
lel is ofa J superior char 
Zar. kang { Babylon, one of 
mona sade on earth, was wond filly wrought op 
on; and he formed the reso! ae of becoming 
Inrpore than an ordinary degree, relimors., TE 
do this, ina style which became his royal di ae 
it was necessary to give the su’ ject an air of =ple 
dor, which shonld not til to ren ler at popula 
Ai an vamense expence, therefore, he ma'e a 
image of coll, not = aoe eves feet ob 
heicht, nor less than ntinein diameter. Thus loft, 
idol he raised on the plain of Dura, in order t 
accommodate t.e multitude who were to become 
its worshipers. Th: it the popnlace might th 
more easily be induced to pay their homage to 
this idolof gel}, all the grea men in the nation 
were first enti-ted in faver of the king's parpo- 
ses. To this end the king sent to gather together 
the princes, the governors 
Judges, the treasnrers, the counsellors, the sher- 
ifs, and all tre rulers of the provinces, to assiet at 
the splendid solemnitres of the dedication of bi- 
idol, They allarrive, from their different cour - 
tries and provinces, and appear betore the imag 
the order of his majesty, whic! 
assembly of iif rent 


Nebucha Wm Z 


we most powert 


ever. 


jess 


,and the captains, the 


herald pow cries 


tiformed the vast nations 


an! daneeges. that when they shoold bear t! 
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sacbut. ps alters .} 


}. - SB = * 
duleime rs ae Alb! KEN 1s Of mtisic, 


they showk 
r ' 


then 1 H-irate thenise ives S$ adi} a “ orship the golder 


Wot a solemn sieht this must have been! Wh, 


conld doobtthe amecerity offtheirdevetion 2? That 
it was teoly cimecere we mav be talty cert. Ged by 
dily regarding the awthl sanction by wetch= the 
wy ship Wase puned Phere was a furnace pre- 
pared and Kept bot, already to consime the im 
pious wretch who should not fill down ha Bal 
ship this wonderfi bo adol. Withont this fir 

tive whale se} m would h V heen mere f: 

or solenm ck ry ; burt e fe: } ef foe fal 
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eats the people t.¢ getuine ent ostesin 
of sincere devotion. Soefioctual were the meang 
woich were used for the promotion of religio. in 
these times, an! ou this occasion, toat we bave 
vat of only three unyielling hearts, who 
hd not expert once its e fieacy and power. 
Perhays some may doubt the genuineness of 
this religion, and of th aus wondertnl revival ; bat 
— usit may. there never ancient 
times,a more p rfect r puisrionital ition of modern 
pt hod xy. The kine’s idol thet 
vas the best metal he coul! Orthod xv 
cod of the ve ry fi.est matertals that 


in acc 


Was, in 
waa of gold, 
obtain. 


wrese yfsus a 


' 
lerical wisdom an.) clerical ehean try can pro- 
luce. Nebuchadvezaar bad a farnace ke ot hot 
render devotion ferved and sincere. Our cler- 
ory would have one if the y had the j oe i | i h 
the king had.—But notwithstanding therr we-k- 
ness they have done better tha o © wonld hove 
‘alentat di; they have twagined a fiery forna 


v cortend their 
tralway* ready to receive such as 
efese to worship him to thi '.—-I his. he- 
are does not succeed so well as Neb ichadae zar’s 
theme did ; as near pe thectlon as 
‘oir limite! power can approximate. Nebuciad- 
ezzar, our clergy. and all the world bear 
bnony that ne:tier the old idol on the 
Dora, orthe’modern moloch has the least t 
in himself, or that ary person of common s nse 
would everhave worshipped them, if it had cot 
been forthe furnices which have boen Outen 
f both ancient and modern worshipers. And 
this will appear evident. if we recollect that the 
toree, who did not worship the golden tmace, 
vere not terrified at the furnace. And thisis the 
‘ase with many, in ourday. They have no fear 
of the furnace, which the clergy threaten them 
vith, and therefore they will not worship their 
‘lol; they pry no adoration to apy god, but to 
him alone whose attributes are free from revenge, 
ind whois too good io need a system of terror to 
compel his people to adore him. H. B. 
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